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FILED IN OPEN COURT
U.S.D.C.-At lan ta

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRI(3T OF GEORCSA

NEWNAN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V.

KATRINA LAWSON/
ALICIA QUARTERMAN/
TRANESHA QUARTERMAN,
NDOAWAKEFIELD/
DAKRYL WASHINGTON/
ADARIN J ONES/ A/K/A ADRIAN J ONES,
J AMES MCFARLAND/
KATIE QUARTERMAN/
INDIA MIDDLETON/ AND
VICTOR MONTGOMERY

THE GRAND J URY CHARGES THAT:

J AMES
Clerk

Cr imina l Indictment

^ o. 3 2 1 - CJ

COUNT ONE
(18 USC § 1349 - Conspiracy to Commit  Wire Fraud)

1. Beginning on  a  da te unknown, bu t  from dt  least  on  or  about  J u ly I/ 2020

through on  or  about  August  30,2020, in  the Noijthem Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINALAW$ON/
ALICIA QUARTERMAN,

TRANESHA QUARTERMAN/
NIKIAWAKEFIELD/

DARRYL WASMNGTON/
ADAMN J ONES/ a /k/a  ADRIAN J ONES/

J AMES MCFARLAND/
KATIE QUATERMAN/

INDIA MIDDLETCpN/ and
VICTOR MONTGOMERY
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did knowingly and willfu lly combine, conspire^  confedera te/ agree and have a

tacit  understanding with  each  other  and with  others known and unknown to the

Grand J ury/ to devise and in tend to devise a  scheme and a r t ifice to defraud, and

to obta in  money and proper ty/ by means of ma | :er ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t

pretenses/ represen ta t ions/ and promises/ and l?y omission  of mater ia l fact s, well

knowing and having reason  to know tha t  sa id pretenses were and would be fa lse

and fraudulen t  when  made and caused to made and tha t  sa id omissions were

and would be mater ia l/ and in  fur therance thereof t ransmit ted and caused to be

t ransmit ted in tersta te wire communica t ions/ in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes

Code/ Sect ion  1343.

MANNER AND ^ GEANS

A. Economic In jury Disaster  Loan  (EIDL)

2. The Coronavirus Aid/ Relief, and Economic Secur ity ("CARES") Act  is a

federa l law passed in  March  2020 tha t  provided $2.2 t r illion  dolla rs in  emergency

financia l assistance to the millions of Amer icans who a re suffer ing the economic

effect s caused by COVID-19.

3. The provisions of the CARES Act , in  conjunct ion  with  an  officia lly

decla red disaster  by the United Sta tes Government / a llowed the Small Business

Administ ra t ion  (//SBA//) to offer  Economic In jury Disaster  Loan  (//EIDL//)

funding to business owners nega t ively a ffected by COVID-19. Through the SBA

online por ta l/ EIDL applican ts could submit  peij'sona l and business in format ion

in  suppor t  of each  EIDL applica t ion / bu t  they did not  have to submit  any

suppor t ing or  substan t ia t ing documenta t ion  wi^ -i their  applica t ion .

4. An EIDL applica t ion  included a  paragraph  where the applican t  a ffirms

tha t  the in format ion  submit ted is t rue and cor rect  under  the pena lty of per jury

and other  applicable cr imina l sta tu tes. The applica t ion  process involved filling

out  da ta  fields rela t ing to the size of the a ffected business en t ity/ the ownersh ip
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of the business, the number  of employees wor loing for  the business, and gross

business revenues rea lized in  the 12 months pr ior  to COVID-19/s impact  on  the

na t iona l economy. The business must  have existed m an  opera t iona l condit ion

on or  before February 1, 2020.

5. The EIDL applica t ion  informat ion / submit ted by the applican t , was then

used by SBA systems to ca lcu la te the amount  of money the business was eligible

to receive in  the form of a  loan . However / in  conjunct ion  with  the submission  of

an  EIDL applica t ion , by having simply clicked on  and checked a  box with in  the

on-line applica t ion / an  applican t  could request  and then  receive up to $10/000.00,

an  EIDL Advance, which  was based upon the r iumber  of employees cla imed.

The EIDL Advance did not  have to be repa id.

6. The SBA Office of Disaster  Assistance (//ODA//)/ headquar tered in

Washington , DC/ was responsible for  the EIDL | program. The ODA has au thor ity

over  a ll loans crea ted and disbursed under  the 2IDL program. EIDL pr incipa l

proceeds and ava ilable Cash  Advance Grants (isip to $10/000) were solely funded

by the SBA and disbursed from govermnent -cont roUed accounts main ta ined

with  the U.S. Treasury a t  Federa l Reserve Banks th roughout  the United Sta tes.

7. Pursuant  to the provisions govern ing the

were required to be used on  cer ta in  permissible

funds could be used by the a fflicted business to

accounts payable/ and other  biUs tha t  could ha \ {

COVID-19.

8. As referenced above/ applican ts were no^

to the SBA. The SBA relied 100% on  the t ru thfi&iess of an  applican t 's

submission .

EIDL program/ loan  proceeds

business expenses. The EIDL

pay fbced debts/ payroll/

e been  pa id absent  the impact  of

required to provide documents
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B. The Pay check Protect ion  Program (PPP)

9. Another  source of relief from the March  2020 CARES Act  was the

author iza t ion  of up to $349 billion  in  forgivable loans to srnaU businesses for

payroll/ mor tgage in terest / ren t /lease/ and u t ili| ies/ th rough a  program refer red

to as the Paycheck Protect ion  Program (//PPP//)

au thor ized up to $310 billion  in  addit iona l PPP

In  Apr il 2020, Congress

funding.

10. The PPP a llowed the in terest  and pr incipa l on  the PPP loan  to be en t irely

forgiven  if the business spent  the loan  proceeds on  approved expense it ems

with in  a  designa ted per iod of t ime and used a  cer ta in  percentage of the PPP loan

proceeds for  payroll expenses.

11. In  order  to obta in  a  PPP loan/ a  qua lifying business was required to submit

a  PPP loan  applica t ion  signed by an  au thor ized represen ta t ive of the business.

The PPP loan  applica t ion  required the au thor ized represen ta t ive to acknowledge

the program ru les and make cer ta in  a ffirmat ive cer t ifica t ions in  order  to be

eligible for  the PPP loan . The applica t ion  conta ined a  box tha t  required an

elect ron ic signa ture a ffirming tha t  a ll in format ion  in  the applica t ion  was accura te

and informing the applican t  tha t  providing fa lse in format ion  in  the applica t ion  is

punishable under  severa l federa l laws.

12. In  the PPP loan  applica t ion / the au thor ized represen ta t ive had to sta te/

among other  th ings, the business s average month ly payroll expenses and

number  of employees. These figures were used

money the smaU business was eligible to receive

to ca lcu la te the amount  of

e under  the PPP. Unlike the

EIDL/ businesses applying for  a  PPP loan  had to provide documenta t ion
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showing their  payroll expenses/ such  as an  In terna l Revenue Service Form 1040

Schedule C and bank sta tements.

13. The SBA oversaw the PPP/ bu t  individua l PPP loans were issued by

pr iva te/ approved lenders who received and processed PPP applica t ions and

suppor t ing documenta t ion . The approved lenders made the loans using the

lenders' own funds/ which  were 100% guaran teed by the SBA. Data  from the

applica t ion / including informat ion  about  the bor rower / the tota l amount  of the

loan/ and the listed number  of employees/ was t ransmit ted by the lender  to the

SBA in  the course of processing the loan .

14. The financia l inst itu t ions used by the SB^ . for  payment  of the PPP loans

were numerous bu t  included Cross River  Bank through Blue Vine or  Kabbage.

The deposit s of the financia l inst itu t ions used for  the PPP loans were insured

through the Federa l Deposit  Insurance Corpora t ion  (//FDIC/).

C. Overview of Scheme to Defraud - EIDL

15. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, defendant  Kat r ina  LAWSON sent  a -ser ies of t ext

messages from her  cell phone number  to defendant  Alicia  QUARTERMAN

out lin ing a  scheme to fraudulen t ly obta in  the EIDL Advance (i.e., the $10/000

grant ). LAWSON told QUARTERMAN, "\  got  another  money maker  for  us and

m do your  for  free bu t  get  some people together  and I/m charging $1000 per

applica t ion .

16. Through addit iona l t ext  messages/ LAW^ ON expla ined to

QUARTERMAN tha t  EIDL Advance is a  //granf tha t  did not  have to be pa id

back. For  fur ther  detaUs/ LAWSON sent  QUARTERMAN a  screenshot  of the

SBA EIDL website. LAWSON told QUARTER^ IAN, //we a re going to charge
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$2000 for  me to do the applica t ion / they will ge^ : 10/000 deposited in  there account

and they got  to send me $2000 and I'll split  it  v^ ith  you  for  every person  you  get ."

QUARTERMAN agreed to the scheme and LA}VSON then  told QUARTERMAN

the type of in format ion  needed from each  person  for  the EIDL applica t ion .

17. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, QUARTERMA^  provided LAWSON her

informat ion  so tha t  LAWSON could submit  a  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion  for

her . La ter  tha t  same day/ LAWSON submit ted fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ions on

her  own beha lf and on  beha lf of QUARTERMAN/ request ing the $10/000

advance.

18. From tha t  poin t  fonvard/ QUARTERMAN contacted mult iple people/

including but  not  limited to defendants Tranesha  QUARTERMAN (//T.

QUARTERMAN")/ Nikia  WAKEFIELD/ ADARIN J ONES/ a /k/a  ADRIAN

J ONES/ Dsaryl WASHINGTON/ J ames MCFAEpLAND/ Kat ie QUARTERMAN

(//K. QUARTERMAN")/ and India  MIDDLETON/ most ly via  text  message from

her  ceU phone/ and told them about  the EIDL scheme, her  //fee// and the needed

persona l in format ion  for  the loan .

19. QUARTERMAN a lso told severa l of thes^  individua ls tha t  they could

recru it  their  fr iends or  fa r ru ly to par t icipa te in  the scheme. For  example/

defendant  Victor  MONTGOMERY was recru ited by WAKEFIELD. In  tota l/ T.

QUARTERMAN recru ited a t  least  four  individiia ls/ WAKEFIELD recru ited a t

least  th ree individua ls/ WASHINGTON recru ited a t  least  two individua ls/ and

J ONES/ MCFARLAND/ and K. QUARTERMA^  each  recru ited a t  least  one

individua l.
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20. T. QUARTERMAN/ WAKEFIELD/ J ONES/ WASHINGTON/

MCFARLAND, K. QUARTERMAN, MIDDLETON, and others sen t  their

persona l in format ion  via  text  message to QUARTERMAN who forwarded the

informat ion  to LAWSON a lso via  text  message! LAWSON then  reviewed the

informat ion  and contacted QUARTERMAN if more in format ion  was needed.

21. Once LAWSON had a ll the required in format ion , LAWSON completed the

online EIDL applica t ions by input t ing fa lse in format ion  for  each  applican t /

including the existence of a  business/ how many employees worked for  the

business, and the income for  the business. LAWSON then  submit ted the

applica t ions to the SBA.

22. After  submit t ing the fraudulen t  applica t ions/ LAWSON took a  screenshot

of the EIDL applica t ion  number  and sen t  it  via  text  message to QUARTERMAN.

QUARTERMAN then  in  tu rn  sen t  the screenshot  via  text  message to the co-

conspira tors/ including but  not  limited to T. QHARTERMAN/ WAKEFIELD/

J ONES, WASHINGTON, MCFARLAND, K. QtJ ARTERMAN, and

MIDDLETON.

23. As the other  individua ls waited for  their  applica t ions to be processed/

QUARTERMAN frequent ly checked-in  with  them to ver ify whether  or  not  the

$10/000 EIDL Advance was deposited in to therq bank accounts. Once they

received the money/ to fina lize the scheme/ the pther  defendants pa id

QUARTERMAN her  //fee// from the EIDL Advance proceeds by cash , bank

cash ier 's check, or  mobile banking applica t ions

ZeUe). Once QUARTERMAN received her  //fee|

the money between  each  other , most ly by elecbqonic banking means.

7

(like CashAPP, ApplePay/ and

\ " she and LAWSON divided up
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24. Overa ll/ between  J u ly I/ 2020 and August  I/ 2020, QUARTERMAN sent

LAWSON the in format ion  for  a t  least  48 differen t  individua ls for  the purpose of

submit t ing the fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ions. I^ AWSON/ using th is in format ion /

completed approximately 58 fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ions (because some

applica t ions were denied and LAWSON re-suT^ mit ted an  addit iona l applica t ion

for  the same person). All of these applica t ions conta ined fa lse in format ion  in

order  to qua lify for  the funds. The SBA accepted and pa id ou t  a t  least  $185/500

on 19 EIDL applica t ions submit ted by LAWSON on informat ion  given  to her  by

QUARTERMAN. The tota l amount  sought  th rough EIDL was a t  least  $560/000.

D. Overview of Scheme to Defraud - PPP

25. As of a t  least  J u ly 14, 2020, LAWSON anck QUARTERMAN began  to

consider  expanding their  scheme to include th^  PPP loans. On or  about  J u ly 27,

2020, LAWSON sent  QUARTERMAN a  text  message tha t  sa id/

//You can  get  up to 20/000 with  the Pay check protect ion  Program. The Loans
are 100% forgivable if you  follow the PPP loan  forgiveness requirements
issued by the Small Business Administ ra t iop (SBA). I wiU take care of the
loan  forgiveness document  as weU so you  don/t  have to worry about  tha t .
The fee to do the loan  is $6000, so you  end up with  $14000. The t ime frame
use to be 3-4 business days bu t  r igh t  now ifs no set  t ime for  funds to be
deposited in to your  account / bu t  you  will ge| : it  give or  t ake 7-10 days. I will
need to your  February bank sta tement  in  order  to proceed/7

LAWSON in tended to fill ou t  the appropr ia te paperwork fa lsely so tha t  the PPP

loans would not  have to be pa id back.

26. After  working out  the deta ils of the expa iided scheme with  LAWSON/

QUARTERMAN contacted many of the same individua ls tha t  she or igmaUy

contacted for  the EIDL scheme and told them about  the PPP loan  and the new

informat ion  needed to apply. QUARTERMAN

structure, including charging up to $10,000 for  her  share of the PPP loan  because

8

informed them of the new fee
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of the addit iona l papenvork tha t  had to be crea ted. For  example, in  order  to

apply for  a  PPP loan , since the applica t ions were a ll fraudulen t , LAWSON and

QUARTERMAN had to crea te fraudulen t  In terna l Revenue Service Forms 1040

Schedule C to show tha t  the businesses of the co-conspu 'a tors made cer ta in

amounts. The PPP applica t ion  was a lso longer  than  the EIDL applica t ion .

27. In  tota l, QUARTERMAN sent  the in for r r ia t ion  for  15 individua ls to

LAWSON via  text  message/ including but  not  limited to the in format ion  for

herself, WAKEFIELD/ MIDDLETON/ and MONTGOMERY/ for  the purposes of

submit t ing fraudulen t  PPP loans to the SBA. IAWSON completed the on line

applica t ions and submit ted the loan  applica t ions, direct ly or  indirect ly/ via  the

in ternet  to the financia l inst itu t ions who then  elect ron ica lly sen t  them to the SBA.

She then  not ified QUARTERMAN via  text  message tha t  the PPP loan

applica t ions were complete and t racked them tp determine if and when they

were approved. LAWSON a lso applied for  a  fraudulen t  PPP loan  in  her  own

name.

28. Once the PPP loan  money was received/ to fina lize the scheme/ the other

individua ls, including but  not  limited to WAKEFIELD and MONTGOMERY/

paid QUARTERMAN her  "tee" from the PPP proceeds in  cash , bank cash ier 's

check, or  mobile banking applica t ions (like CashAPP, ApplePay/ and Zelle).

MONTGOMERY/ who aga in  was recru ited by WAKEFIELD, pa id

QUARTERMAN by mailing a  $10/000 check to her  th rough the United Sta tes

Posta l Service on  or  about  August  3/ 2020.
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29. J ust  as with  the EIDL funds/ once QUAR1TERMAN received the //fee// for

the fraudulen t  PPP loans, she and LAWSON divided up the money using

elect ron ic banking methods.

30. In  tota l/ the SBA par tner  banks in it ia lly approved 11 of the fraudulen t  PPP

loans submit ted by LAWSON using informat ioh  sen t  to her  by QUARTERMAN.

These financia l inst itu t ions pa id ou t  a t  least  $124/276 on  sbc of the loans/ as the

addit iona l five PPP loan  applica t ions were u lt imately denied. The tota l amount

sought  for  a ll of the PPP applica t ions submit ted by LAWSON was a t  least

$224/172.

All in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1349.

COUNT TWO
(18 USC § 1343 - Wir^  Fraud)

31. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs twc) th rough th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

32. On or  about  J u ly 7, 2020, in  the Nor thern Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINA LAW^ ON/
ALICIA QUARTERM^ N, and
TRANESHA QUARTERMAN/

aided and abet ted by one another , did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud/ and to obta in  money and

proper ty/ by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses/ represen ta t ions/

and promises/ and by the omission  of mater ia l t ract s, and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  cellu la r  t elephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  the persona l and banking

10
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in format ion  of T. QUARTERMAN for  submission  of a  fraudulen t  EIDL

applica t ion , m viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code, Sect ion  1343 and

Sect ion  2.

COUNT THREE
(18 USC § 1343 - Wi^ e Fraud)

33. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

34. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, in  the Nor ther r^ Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINA LAWSON/
ALICIA QUARTERMAN/ and

NIKIA WAKEFIELD/

a ided and abet ted by each  other / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud} and to obta in  money and

proper ty, by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses/ represen ta t ions/

and promises, and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  ceUular  telephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  the persona l and banking

informat ion  of WAKEFIELD for  submission  of ^  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion , in

viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT FOUR
(18 USC § 1343 - Wir^  Fraud)

35. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

36. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, in  the Nor thern

elsewhere/ the defendants/

11

Dist r ict  of Georgia  and
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KATRINA LAWSON,
ALICIA QUARTERMAN/ and

DARRYL WASHINGTON,

a ided and abet ted by one another , did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud and to obta in  money and

proper ty/ by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses, represen ta t ions,

and promises/ and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  ceUular  telephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSC^ N with  the persona l and banking

informat ion  of WASHINGTON for  submission of a  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion ,

in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT NV
(18 USC § 1343 - Wire Fraud)

37. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

38. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATmNA LAW^ ON/
ALICIA QUARTERMAN, and

ADAMN J ONES/ a /k/a  ADRIAN J ONES/

a ided and abet ted by one another / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraudj and to obta in  money and

proper ty, by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses, represen ta t ions/

and promises/ and by the omission  of mater ia l J ^ acts/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  cellu la r  t elephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  the persona l and banking

12
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in format ion  of J ONES, for  submission  of a  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion / in

viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT SDC
(18 USC § 1343 - Wire Fraud)

39. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

40. On or  about  J u ly 7/ 2020, in  the Nor thern Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants,

KATRINA LAW^ ON,
ALICIA QUARTERN^ AN/ and

J AMES MCFARLAND/

a ided and abet ted by one another / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud^  and to obta in  money and

proper ty, by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses, represen ta t ions/
I

and promises, and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  ceUular  telephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  the persona l and banking

mformat ion  of MCFARLAND for  submission  of a  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion ,
i

in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code, Sect jion  1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT SEVEN
(18 USC § 1343 - Wire Fraud)

41. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

42. On or  about  J u ly I/ 2020, in  the Nor thern

elsewhere/ the defendants,

Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

KATRINA LAWSON,spi

13
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ALICIA QUARTERMAN/ and
KATIE QUARTERMAN/

aided and abet ted by one another / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud^  and to obta in  money and

proper ty/ by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses, represen ta t ions/

and promises/ and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  cellu la r  t elephone

text  message on  from QUARTERMAN to LAV\ {SON with  the persona l and

banking informat ion  of K. QUARTERMAN for  submission  of a  fraudulen t  EIDL

applica t ion , in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code, Sect ion  1343 and

Sect ion  2.

COUNT EIGHT
(18 USC § 1343 - Wire Fraud)

43. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

44. On or  about  J u ly 2/ 2020, in  the Nor thern Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINA LAW$ON/
ALICIA QUARTERJ ^ AN/ and

INDIA MIDDLEfON,

a ided and abet ted by one another / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the

aforement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud^  and to obta in  money and

proper ty/ by means of mater ia lly fa lse and frau<iu len t  pretenses/ represen ta t ions/

and promises, and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s, and t ransmit ted and caused
I

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  ceUular  telephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  the persona l and banking
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in format ion  of MIDDLETON for  submission  o^  a  fraudulen t  EIDL applica t ion / in

viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT NINE
(18 USC § 1343 - Wire Fraud)

45. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

46. On or  about  J u ly 17, 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINA LAWSON,
ALICIA QUARTERMAN, and

INDIA MIDDLETON/

a ided and abet ted by one another / did knowingly devise and in tend to devise the
I

a forement ioned scheme and a r t ifice to defraud^  and to obta in  money and

proper ty/ by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses/ represen ta t ions,
i

and promises/ and by the omission  of mater ia l fact s/ and t ransmit ted and caused

to be t ransmit ted an  in tersta te wire communica t ion / to wit / a  ceUular  telephone

text  message from QUARTERMAN to LAWSON with  photos of the fron t  and
i

back of MIDDLETON s Maryland dr iver  s license for  the purposes of submit t ing

a  fraudulen t  PPP applica t ion / in  viola t ion  of Tifle 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion

1343 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT TEN
(18 USC § 1344 - Bank Fraud)

47. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re
i

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

48. On or  about  J u ly 30, 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/
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KATMNA LAW$ON/
ALICIA QUARTEI^ MAN,
NIKIA WAKEFmm, and

VICTOR MONTGOMERY,

a ided and abet ted by each  other , with  in ten t  to defraud/ did knowingly devise

and in tend to devise a  scheme and a r t ifice (i) t6 defraud Cross River  Bank, a

financia l inst itu t ion  the deposit s of which  werq then  insured by the FDIC/ and
I

(ii) to obta in  moneys/ funds/ and asset s owned | by and under  the custody and

cont rol of Cross River  Bank/ a  financia l inst itu t ion  the accounts of which  were

insured by the FDIC, by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses,

represen ta t ions/ and promises, to wit , by cer t ifying tha t  aU informat ion  in  the

PPP loan  applica t ion  for  MONTGOMERY was accura te when  it  conta ined the

following fa lse in format ion :

» a  fraudulen t  In terna l Revenue Service Form 1040 Schedule C/

•  an  asser t ion  tha t  MONTGOMERY was a  sole propr ietor  owning 100%

of the business/

« the amount  of MONTGOMERY s average month ly payroll, and
I

•  an  asser t ion  tha t  the purpose of the lc^ an  was for  payroll/
i

lease/ mor tgage in terest / and u t ilit ies.

All in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1344 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT ELEVEN
(18 USC § 1344 - Ba i^ k Fraud)

49. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re
i

incorpora ted herein  by reference.
i

50. On or  about  J u ly 30, 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere, the defendants,

KATRINA LAWSON/
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ALICIA QUARTERMAN, and
TRANESHA QUARTERMAN,

aided and abet ted by each  other / with  in ten t  to defraud/ did knowingly devise

and in tend to devise a  scheme and a r t ifice (i) t6 defraud Cross River  Bank/ a

financia l inst itu t ion  the deposit s of which  were then  insured by the FDIC/ and
I

(ii) to obta in  moneys, funds, and asset s owned by and under  the custody and

cont rol of Cross River  Bank/ a  financia l inst itu t ion  the accounts of which  were

insured by the FDIC, by means of mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses/
i

r epresen ta t ions, and promises/ to wit / by cer t ifying tha t  aU informat ion  in  the

PPP loan  applica t ion  for  an  individua l with  th^  in it ia ls A.D was accura te when  it
'I

con ta ined the following fa lse in format ion :

•  a  fraudulen t  In terna l Revenue Service Form 1040 Schedule C,

•  an  asser t ion  tha t  A.D. was a  sole proppetor  owning 100% of the

business/

« the amount  of A.D/s average month ly payroll, and

•  an  asser t ion  tha t  the purpose of the lopin  was for  payroU/

lease/ mor tgage in terest / and u t ilit ies.
L

AH in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1344 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT TIVELVE
(18 USC § 1341 - MaiJ l Fraud)

51. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

52. On or  about  August  3/ 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendants/

KATRINA LAW^ ON/
ALICIA QUARTERMAN,
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TRANESHA QUARTEriMAN, and,
VICTOR MONTGOMERY/

a ided and abet ted by each  other / did knowingly devise and par t icipa te in  a
i

scheme and a r t ifice to defraud to obta in  moneyj and proper ty by. means of

mater ia lly fa lse and fraudulen t  pretenses, represen ta t ions/ and promises/ as well
i

a s by an  omission  of mater ia l fact , knowing and having reason  to know tha t  the

pretense/ represen ta t ion / promise/ and omissioifi was and would be mater ia l/ and
I

did knowingly place and cause to be placed in  an  au thor ized depository for  mail

mat ter  to be sen t  and delivered by the United Sjta tes Posta l Service/ to wit / United

Sta tes Posta l Service Express Mail piece #EJ 207^ 59169US, in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18,
i

United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion  1341 and Sect ion  2.

COUNT THIRTEEN
(18 USC § 1957 - Money Launder ing)

53. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs twp through th ir ty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

54. On or  about  August  3/ 2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendant /

KATRINA LAWSON,

did knowingly engage and a t tempt  to engage ii^  a  moneta ry t ransact ion  by/

through/ and to a  financia l inst itu t ion / a ffect ing in tersta te and foreign  commerce,

in  cr imina lly der ived proper ty of a  va lue grea ter  than  $10/000, to wit / purchasing
I

a  white 2019 Mercedes Benz GLE 43 AMG, such  proper ty having been  der ived

from a  specified un lawful act ivity/ tha t  is/ conspiracy to commit  wire fraud/ in

viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ior^  1349, as charged in  Count  One

of th is Indictment / aU in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code, Sect ion  1957.
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COUNT FOURTEEN
(18 USC § 1957 - Money Launder ing)

55. The factua l a llega t ions in  paragraphs two through tMrty above a re

incorpora ted herein  by reference.

56. On or  about  September  23,2020, in  the Nor thern  Dist r ict  of Georgia  and

elsewhere/ the defendant /

ALICIA QUARTERMAN/

did knowingly engage and a t tempt  to engage in  a  moneta ry t ransact ion  by,

through, and to a  financia l inst itu t ion , a ffect ing in tersta te and foreign  commerce,

m cr imina lly der ived proper ty of a  va lue grea ter  than  $10/000, to wit / purchasing

a  black 2018 CAN-AM Maver ick side by side ^ TV, such  proper ty having been

der ived from a  specified un lawful act ivity/ tha^  is/ conspiracy to commit  wire

fraud/ in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Coqle/ Sect ion  1349, as charged in

Count  One of th is Indictment / a ll in  viola t ion  of Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code,

Sect ions 1957.

FORFEITURE PROVISION

57. Upon convict ion  of one or  more of the offenses a lleged in  Counts One

through Four teen , the defendants/

KATRINA LAWSON/
ALICIA QUARTE^ RMAN/

TRANESHA QUARTERMAN/
NIKIA WAKEFIELD,

ADRIAN J ONES/
DARRYL WASHINGTON/

J AMES MCFARHAND/
KATIE QUARTERMAN/
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INDIA MIDDLET0N, and
VICTOR MONTGOMERY

shall for feit  to the United Sta tes, pursuant  to Tit le 18, United Sta tes Code, Sect ion

982(a)(2)/ any proper ty, rea l or  persona l, const it iu tmg or  der ived from proceeds

obta ined/ direct ly or  indirect ly/ as a  resu lt  of su^ h  viola t ion(s)/ mcluding but  not

limited to the following:

a . MONEY J UDGMENT: A sum of mohey in  United Sta tes cur rency

represent ing the amount  of proceeds obta ined as a  resu lt  of each

offense, or  conspiracy to commit  such  offense, for  which  the defendant

is convicted.

58. If/ as a  resu lt  of any act  or  omission  of thp defendant / any proper ty subject
i

t o for feitu re:
I

a . cannot  be loca ted upon the exercise o^  due diligence;
I

b. has been  t ransfer red or  sold to/ or  deposited with , a  th ird par ty;
i

c. has been  placed beyond the ju r isdict ion  of the cour t ;

d. has been  substan t ia lly dimin ished in  ya lue; or

e. has been  commingled with  other  proper ty which  cannot  be divided

without  difficu lty;

the United Sta tes in tends/ pursuant  to Tit le 21, United Sta tes Code/ Sect ion

853(p)/ as incorpora ted by Tit le 18, United Sta ted Code, Sect ion  982(b)/ to seek
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for feitu re of any other  proper ty of the defendant  up to the va lue of the for feitable
ii

proper ty.

BILL

KURT R. ERSKINE
Act ing United Sta tes At torney

^
MlGUEL R. ACOSTA

Assistan t  United Sta tes At torney

Georgia  Bar  No. 910787
600 U.S. Cour thouse

75 Ted Turner  Dr ive SW
Atlan ta / GA 30303
404-581-6000; Fax: 404-581-6181

FOREPERSW
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