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Web developer Amanda Wisniowski took home a second-place prize at the 2018 South By Southwest Hackathon for the idea
of Concertbilia, which immerses people anywhere into a live concert via virtual reality. She gained her skills at The Coding
Boot Camp at the University of Texas at Austin.

MBA alternatives grow to satisty
student, employer demand

BY KIMBERLY REEVES

Contributing writer

The addition of non-credit certificates
and micro-credentials to course catalogs
at four-year universities in Texas reflect a
hot trend in higher education. Students
are jumping on them, usually because
it’s time to swap careers or because their
employer has new demands.

Many Texas universities — includ-
ing Rice, Southern Methodist and Texas
Christian — have long offered on-campus
professional development courses for
education graduates. TCU has a well-es-
tablished certified public communicator
program, which caters to public infor-
mation officers in city, county and pub-
lic-sector agencies.

Rice University’s Glasscock School of
Continuing has offered non-credit cours-
es for 30 years: financial planning, para-
legal services, nonprofit leadership. This
fall, the university will expand into the
software development space, offering a
24-week part-time data analytics boot
camp.

“That’s in the non-credit space,” said
Dean Bob Bruce. “We really took a look
around the city to see what the needs were
for the greater Houston area. What were
the job postings? Should we be offering
these programs on the public side or on
the credit side?”

To offer a credit course would require
admitting a student to one of the degree
programs at Rice, Bruce said. That would be

amajor step, but one many other universi-
ties have considered. Harvard’s Extension
School, for instance, offers multi-course
graduate certificates in topics that range
from museum studies to data science.

A certificate out of Harvard’s Exten-
sion School typically requires a sequence
of four courses, online, that can be com-
pleted within 18 months. The typical cost
is around $11,000.

“The question for us, as an institution,
is should we approach this and make these
open certificates? I can tell you my opin-
ionis yes,” Bruce said. “You have a student
population, an adult population, out there
that are already working. They may have
family members — dependents. They’re
not seeking a master’s degree, but they
still need that educational program that
will help them, in data analytics or busi-
ness foundations or whatever the area is.”

Workforce training once was the bai-
liwick of community colleges in Texas,
usually under a long-term relationship
with a company. But with higher edu-
cation enrollment dropping and a grow-
ing need for new skills in the technology
arena, it’s just as likely major employers
will turn to Southern Methodist Univer-
sity or the University of Texas at Austin
to provide new coding or even a tailored
employer-specific training module for
employees.

SMU has a well-established online
master’s of data science graduate degree,
with an optional waiver of graduate
entrance exams. The program draws

from three different colleges at SMU, and
courses include both offline and online
small class participation.

Associate Provost Larenda Mielke, who
coordinates the program, said SMU starts
the creation of credential classes with a
thorough market research study rather
than faculty expertise. So far, software
user experience, or UX, courses are hot,
as well as graphic design. The campus also
added a number of boot camps for coding
and data analytics.

“We don’t do competency-based edu-
cation, but we have very skills-based
non-credit certificates,” Mielke said. “So
it’s very hands on, very active learning,
things you can apply immediately, and
that’s really what our students want. We
really want them to go back to the office
and apply it right away to what they’re
doing and then come back for feedback.”

The university also will customize
training for project teams at Dallas-ar-
ea companies, working directly with the
students’ supervisor to walk through the
instruction.

“Sometimes, we have certain projects
that (the company) creates themselves,”
Mielke said. “And the students do the
work and get feedback from our faculty.
In other cases, the company gives us cer-
tain data, and we create the group proj-
ect. So, in a way, the company gets free
work, and our students get a real-life
work project.”

That puts universities such as SMU
in competition with for-profit coding
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boot camps at General Assembly in Aus-
tin or CodeUp in San Antonio. Training
in the for-profit model is not a two-year
program with multiple credit hours. A
four-month full-stack course at Code-
Up, which guarantees employment or a
50 percent tuition refund, costs $22,500.

Certificate programs in TCU’s extend-
ed education program often are a part-
nership between the university and local
associations. It was the Texas Association
of Municipal Information Officers that
came to TCU to develop the non-credit
professional communicator program.

The five-year-old public communica-
tor program will run one cohort of pub-
lic information officers each year, with
new and experienced classes overlap-
ping each summer. Participants bring in
real-life work situations to review with
faculty, and each participant will create a
three-year communications plan for their
respective agency or department.

The coursework certainly can be added
to a LinkedIn profile, but it’s not a nation-
ally recognized certification; nor does it
carry any type of TCU classroom credit.

Graduate-level certificates - those
that count as credit towards an advanced
degree — are still a small part of the Tex-
as higher education landscape. Data out
of the Texas Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board says Texas universities have
issued between 820 and 940 certificates
each year between 2014 and 2017, mostly
in the health-related fields.

SMU is looking seriously at creating
courses that will ultimately be part of a
credential. At the University of Texas at
Austin, the certificate programs are both
heavily publicized and decentralized from
the university’s graduate and undergrad-
uate programs.

Liliya Spinazzola, director of the Cen-
ter for Professional Education at UT Aus-
tin, said the goal of the center is to expand
the university’s resources into the great-
er Austin community. The Center, already
more than 20 years old, originally focused
on preparing people to sit for exams.

“We partnered not only with local
industry, but also professional associa-
tions like the Project Management Insti-
tute that oversees human resource pro-
fessionals,” Spinazzola said. “We prepared
professional interested in obtaining the
educational hours needed so they could
sit and take their credentialing test. That
was the original intent.”

But the center has moved far beyond
exam prep, partnering with Trilogy Edu-
cation Services to close some of the skills
gaps in Austin, especially in technolo-
gy. The center offers both part-time and
full-time boot camp options for interest-
ed students.

“The idea behind that is that there are
more jobs than qualified applicants in
Austin,” Spinazzola said. “We provide the
preparation for individuals who are inter-
ested in either a career change or in excel-
ing in a particular skills set.”

Data and technology are the most pop-
ular topics, with the Center for Profes-
sional Education running two to three
cohorts of students each semester. As
soon as a classroom of 25 to 30 students
is filled, the boot camp experience begins.
Classes are primarily in a classroom.
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AMBERTON

A UNIVERSITY DESIGNED FOR WORKING ADULTS

ONLY
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AFFORDABLE, AWARD-WINNING EDUCATION ACCESSIBLE FROM ANYWHERE
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We're proud to serve our students across Texas and across the nation.

Amberton University has been a leader in providing affordable and convenient degree
_ BEST ONLINE MASTER'S
1 ' programs for adult students for more than 45 years. We're an accredited, not-for-profit

institution specifically created with your needs in mind. Everything we do, from our
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MOST AFFORDABLE
ONLINE COLLEGES
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flexible course offerings to our low tuition, is designed to help you overcome every
obstacle you may face when seeking a degree.

Masti's Degree

SR BEDUCATION GROUT

We offer Master's programs in Marriage & Family Therapy, Professional Counseling,

School Counseling, Family Studies, General Business, International Business, Management,
Project Management, Strategic Leadership, Agile Project Management, Human Relations

& Business, Human Resource Training & Development, and Managerial Science.

For details, visit us at www.Amberton.edu or call us at 972-279-651°

' HRPROGRAM
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Tuition cost is for all graduate and undergraduate courses in the 2018-20192 academic year.
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Graduate and Professional Education
at Texas A&M University-Commerce

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Graduate students at A&M-Commerce comprise 36% of the student
body. We are unique among many other universities in Texas in this
regard which shows the priority we have long placed on graduate
studies. Building on the legacy of the university as a “normal”
or teachers’ college when it started in 1889, graduates of the
university’s College of Education and Human Services today serve
as teachers, professors, principals and senior administrators across
The graduate education experience A Texas. The College of Business is accredited by the AACSB and
at A&M-Commerce is built around a offers several nationally ranked programs. The expanding College
community of inspired scholars dedicated 5 of Science and Engineering is the home to pioneering research on
to the improvement of the human condition = . = regenerative heart tissue and offers degrees in high-demand career
through world-class teaching, research and "4 areasincluding science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
scholarship. Here, you will find a challenging The faculty of the College of Humanities, Social Sciences and Arts
environment and the essential support you work on an international stage bringing a wealth of experience
need to create new knowledge and to advance and professional connections into the classroom, laboratory and
in or change your career. studio. The College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources
is the university’s newest college and offers the region’s only
graduate program in agricultural sciences. Flexible coursework
options provide opportunities for students to focus on agricultural
economics, agricultural mechanization, animal science, plant and
soil science or horticulture.

Graduate and professional education at A&M-
Commerce combines a rich blend of extensive,
specialized knowledge in a field of study with
the time and location flexibility ideal for the
busy professional. Our graduate programs are
designed for students seeking professional The decision of when and how to pursue a graduate degree is one
employment, research opportunities, of the biggest and most impactful decisions you will make in your
advanced degrees including master’s/ personal and professional lives. At A&M-Commerce you will find the
specialist and doctoral, educator certification people, resources, expertise and shared sense of purpose that will
and graduate certificates. make this decision the right one for you.

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Prepare for a COMMERCE
o

of opportunity

. Advance your career with one of 40+ accredited,
nationally recognized programs including
doctorates, masters, graduate certificates
and educator certification.

Work alongside internationally recognized faculty
who are committed to your success.

Establish lasting connections with professionals
in your field.

Pursue your education on campus, online or at
one of our off-site locations.

Arts Agriculture Business Education

Engineering Human Services Humanities

Nursing Science Social Sciences

LEARN MORE AT TAMUC.EDU
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GRADUATE DEGREES
TO HELP YOU SOAR HIGHER.

HIGHER STANDARDS.
HIGHER RANKINGS. N,

Accounting & Taxation program Online M.B.A.

# 1 Top
in Texas

Diverse population representing

more than 70 countries
in North America
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Graduate Logistics
& Supply Chain
Management

Master’s in accounting
program ranked
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for best value
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in the nation

APPLY TODAY

wemakeleaders.unt.edu UNT

mbacob@unt.edu E ST 1 89 0

940-369-8977
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COLLEGE OF
BUSINESS

UNT

EST. 1890

Thanks to my graduate advisor, I landed an amazing
internship which led to a full-time job offer. She
connected me with the right people at the firm and
has been instrumental in my success.

-Veronica Castro, M.S. Accounting student, BKD LLP , ,

At the University of North Texas College of Business, we give you the training and experience to
stand out in your field. We are one of Eghe most competitive business schools in the nation and
continue to achieve national recognition for our programs. We call Denton home, but UNT
offers you more choices in how and where you study, including campus locations across the
North Texas region and a wide range of online options. Whether you are looking to complete
your degree in 11-months with the full-time cohort M.B.A., or want to experience the flexibility
and convenience of an accelerated 100% online program, you will gain the practical training
and skills to stand out in your field. Come see for yourself why the UNT College of Business has
been the choice of more than 40,000 students, and join our network of success.

BEST

INE PROGRAMS
AACSB . |AA OUIEFERS
ACCREDITED ACCREDITED

MBA PROGRAMS
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South Texas College of Law B South Iexas
Houston creates champions

— HOUSTON —
PRIVATE AND INDEPENDENT SINCE 1923
South Texas College of Law Houston’s trifecta for success is made

up of a record number of national championships in law school
competitions, a solid educational foundation focusing solely
on law, and a location in the heart of downtown Houston—near
Fortune 500 corporations, courthouses, and top law firms.

Creating Champions

South Texas College of Law Houston’s

rich history of educating accomplished
attorneys—and earning prestigious
accolades—is evidence of its strength in legal
education. The school was named “BEST

of the DECADE” in Moot Court by preLaw
Magazine, winning an unprecedented 130
national advocacy championships. No other
law school in the nation has won half as
many.

Winner of more writing awards

STCL Houston has won more Scribes “Best
Brief” legal-writing awards than any other
law school. Scribes is the most prestigious
legal-writing competition in the nation.
STCL Houston also is the first and only
law school to win a full sweep, taking
first, second, and third place in the annual
competition.

All law, and only law

Training future lawyers is the central
mission at STCL Houston, and 100 percent
of the law school’s resources are devoted
toward that end. This sharp focus has

earned the school a reputation in the legal
industry for producing lawyers who are
immediately productive after graduation.

Downtown location benefits law students
As the only law school with a convenient
location in downtown Houston, STCL
Houston provides students with easy
access to courts, law firms, and Fortune
500 companies. The school’s on-campus
Randall O. Sorrels Legal Clinics constitute
one of the state’s largest—and arguably best—
legal clinic programs, providing free legal
services valued at more than $1.8 million
annually. With opportunities to interview,
counsel, and advise low-income clients
across 19 legal practice areas, students gain
invaluable experience working alongside
seasoned attorneys.

Graduates of South Texas College of Law
Houston receive an exceptional legal
education along with practical, hands-on
training and access to a network of more
than 15,000 alumni. It’s a combination
for success unparalleled by any other law
school.

Earn your JD.
Join the champions.

Inquire today stcl.edu/winners

SouthTexas
COLLEGE OF LAW
— HOUSTON —

PRIVATE AND INDEPENDENT SINCE 1923

NAMED #1 BEST OF THE DECADE
by PreLaw Magazine for Best Moot Court.

NATIONAL ADVOCACY WINNER: 130 times.
No other law school has won half as many.

Winner of more ABA NATIONAL APPELLATE
ADVOCACY CHAMPIONSHIPS than any other
law school in the U.S.

Winner of more Scribes
BEST BRIEF LEGAL WRITING AWARDS
than any other law school in the U.S.

Winner of 17 FIRST-PLACE NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL ADR COMPETITIONS,
ranking as a top law school for ADR.

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN AT 1303 SAN JACINTO STREET, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002
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Most affordable MBA program
offers students elective choices

Land that promotion, get that raise expand your network with

online MBA

There are many reasons to consider the
online Master of Business Administration
program from Texas A&M University-
Kingsville.

Earning an MBA online through Texas
A&M-Kingsville can help you land that
promotion, increase your salary, enjoy
greater job security and expand your
network all from the privacy of your own
home.

Graduates of our online MBA program
possess a deep understanding of global
complexities, think of innovative solutions
to complex problems, recognize ethical
dilemmas that pervade business situations
and become leaders of tomorrow who can
jump across boundaries and disciplines and
analyze cultural and global differences.

Classes are kept small which means you
will have direct access to our accomplished
faculty. The MBA program is competitively
priced and classes are held year round to
provide an opportunity to continue each
semester or allow for a summer break.
Scholarships are available.

It also features global-focused courses

in accounting, finance, management,
marketing, economics and business
and offers the student opportunities for
electives.

The online degree plan features 30 credit
hours, 21 of which are required business
classes. The remaining nine credit hours
are taken as electives or certificate from one
of three programs in health informatics,
business analytics and energy finance and
logistics.

If you are trying to get your MBA on a
budget, then the program at Texas A&M-
Kingsville is for you. The online guide, Top
Management Degrees, named it the Most
Affordable Online MBA program in the
nation in 2018.

The College of Business Administration
at Texas A&M-Kingsville is accredited by
the prestigious Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB).
Synonymous with the highest standards of
quality, AACSB accreditation inspires new
ways of thinking within business education
globally, and as a result, has been earned
by less than five percent of the world’s

MBA IN JUST ONE YEAR

Iong-term success.

CHALLENGING

You can earn your MBA in 12 months after completing all

We provide a transformational experience for
individuals with diverse backgrounds to empower their

required program course prerequisites.

ENGAGING AND COLLABORATIVE

Classes have approximately 30 students. Thus, students get to
know one another and the faculty.

CONVENIENT

We realize as a working professional you need flexibility. Just
login from your home, office, or wherever you happen to be.

QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED FACULTY

Taught by business faculty who offer a breadth of practical
innovation and global business experience.

2.1 AacsB

ACCREDITED

]

degree. Certifications are
available to both MBA
students fulfilling elective
requirements, and to
professionals not enrolled

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

—

MBA STUDENTS are required
to take nine hours of
elective credits (from any
graduate-level course they
choose) to complete their

in the MBA program.

’! . |
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o=| TEXAS A&GM

b UNIVERSITY

KINGSVILLE.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

-l
e T

business schools.

Texas A&M-Kingsville joins just
799 institutions across 53 countries
and territories that maintain AACSB
accreditation. AACSB-accredited schools
have successfully undergone a rigorous
review process conducted by their peers
in the business education community,
ensuring that they have the resources,
credentials and commitment needed to
provide students with a first-rate, future-
focused business education.

With so many great features and
opportunities, it’s hard to pass up the
online MBA program at Texas A&M-
Kingsville. So, let us provide you with your
next great adventure. Join us Texas A&M
University-Kingsville.

For more information on the MBA
program, visit the website at www.tamuk.
edu/cba/mba, email mba@tamuk.edu or
call 361-593-2501. The domestic deadline
for spring admission is December 1 and July
15 for fall admission.

VIBA

ONLINE PROGRAM

TEXAS AGM

UNIVERSITY

Samamanaet

[ EIEE

ey KINGSVILLE.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

PROGRAM STRUCTURE
Electives with
Certificates Available in:

- Energy Finance
and Logistics

- Business Analytics

- Health Informatics

Visit our website at www.tamuk.edu/cba/mba
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Higher Education.
Higher Purpose.

Our Lady of the Lake University offers undergraduate and
graduate degrees to balance work, family and school.

The nationally recognized graduate
programs at Our Lady of the Lake
University are designed to meet the career
goals of the working professional with
scheduling options that allow for a balance
of work, study and family time.

OLLU offers 15 masters degree programs
and two doctoral degree programs in a
variety of formats. Classes may be taken
during the day, the evening, on weekends
and online.

Our online graduate programs have
earned national acclaim for excellence
and accessibility. For example, the Worden
School of Social Service, the first school

of social work in Texas, boasts a graduate
program ranked as a “Best Social Work
Program” by U.S. News & World Report.

In the fall of 2017, the program attracted
students from 45 states, two overseas
military installations and Canada. An online
PhD program in social work will launch in
2019.

The MSW degree prepares students for
advance social work practice in settings
such as mental health, schools, child

protective services, juvenile probation,
emergency assistance, geriatric care,
hospitals and family services.

The online Master of Education in School
Counseling was ranked No. 11 in the nation
by BestColleges.com in 2016. The program
is designed to help students gain the skills
needed to be an effective counselor at the
primary and secondary levels -- and is
producing stellar alumni.

“Some of our graduates have been able to
take marginal guidance programs at their
schools and turn them into award-winning
programs,” says program chair Cullen
Grinnan, PhD.

Other popular programs include
Leadership Studies at the master’s and
doctoral level,the Master of Science

in Psychology with a concentration in
Marriage and Family Therapy, the Master of
Science in Nonprofit Management and the
Master of Science in Information Systems
and Security, which is certified by the
National Security Agency.

Our new campus in Houston on Beltway 8
near Interstate 45 offers a variety of post-

Evenings. Weekends. Online.
BACHELOR’S | MASTER'S | DOCTORAL

MASTERING YOUR SUCCESS: A TEXAS GUIDE TO GRADUATE PROGRAMS

A\

graduate options. Students can enroll in
career-advancing professional programs
that include our popular MBA program
with concentrations in management

/4

OLLU

OUR LADYorme LAKE
UNIVERSITY

and healthcare. In the Rio Grande Valley,
graduates can choose from leadership
studies and social work.

SAN ANTONIO

210-431-3995
www.ollusa.edu/SAGrad

HOUSTON
936-273-7628

www.ollusa.edu/Houston

RIO GRANDE VALLEY
956-277-0146
www.ollusa.edu/RGV

ESM EAD

HIGHEREEDUCATIONSHIGHER|PURPOSE.

, OLLU

OUR LADYorme LAKE
UNIVERSITY

ollusa.edu
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College of Business
Graduate Programs
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#1 #1 Top 5%

Cyber Security Hispanic of Business
Program in the Business VI}SCI::I’OI';
Nation School orldwide
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Cyber Security MBA Data Analytics

Accounting * Business * Economics * Executive MBA ¢ Finance
Information Technology * Management of Technology - MBA/Master
of Public Health * Ph.D. * Real Estate ° Statistics and Data Science

business.utsa.edu
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Texas MBA

Evening | Executive | Dallas | Houston

92,000+ McCombs alumni. 100+ countries represented across the globe.
With your Texas MBA you will gain access to one of the largest and most
prestigious business school alumni networks in the world. Learn from the
same faculty experts who teach in the full-time program, in a flexible
format designed to allow professionals to continue working throughout
their study.

EXPAND
YOUR
NETWORK

Learn more and register
for an Info Session >

TexasMBA.info
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