
Atlanta Police Foundation

Atlanta Crime Report
2013



2013	Atlanta	Crime	Report		

Crime	statistics	provide	a	helpful	reflection	of	the	state	of	public	safety.	When	used	correctly,	these	
statistics	can	help	us	predict	trends,	identify	issues	and	promote	the	wellbeing	of	our	community.	
Researchers,	policy	makers,	media	and	politicians	use	these	numbers	to	make	statements	about	the	
perceived	safety	of	citizens	and	the	job	elected	officials	and	law	enforcement	are	doing	to	make	
communities	safer.		

This	report	includes	crime	statistics	for	the	City	of	Atlanta,	compiled	from	UCR	data	since	2002.	The	
report	provides	citizens	and	other	stakeholders	with	an	accurate	picture	of	crime	trends	in	the	city.	

Crime	Statistics	Overview	
 In	2013,	there	were	33,045	major	crimes	committed	in	the	City	of	Atlanta.	The	figure	

represents	a	decrease	of	3.6	percent	from	calendar	year	2012.	
 The	long‐term	trend	indicates	a	decrease	in	crime	of	more	than	33	percent	since	2002.		
 The	UCR	indicates	5,517	violent	crimes	occurred	in	the	City	of	Atlanta,	a	decrease	of	four	

percent	from	2012.		
 When	considering	5‐	and	10‐year	trends,	the	2013	violent	crime	total	was	25	percent	below	

the	2008	level	and	35	percent	below	the	2003	level.		
 There	were	an	estimated	12	violent	crimes	per	100,000	inhabitants	in	2013.	The	rate	

indicates	a	reduction	in	violent	crime	compared	to	the	estimated	rate	for	2012.		
 Aggravated	assaults	accounted	for	53.7	percent	of	violent	crimes	and	9	percent	of	total	

crimes	reported	in	2013.		
 Robbery	offenses	accounted	for	42.8	percent	of	violent	crime	offenses;	rape	accounted	for	

1.9	percent;	and	murder	accounted	for	1.5	percent.		
 In	2013,	84	persons	were	murdered	in	the	City	of	Atlanta.	This	is	a	1.2	percent	increase	from	

2012,	but	a	44.7	percent	drop	from	2002	numbers	of	152	murders.	
 There	were	27,528	property	crime	offenses	in	the	City	of	Atlanta	in	2013.		
 The	2‐year	trend	showed	that	property	crime	declined	3.6	percent	in	2013	when	compared	

to	2012.	The	long‐term	trend	showed	that	property	crime	offenses	declined	30.28	percent	in	
2013	when	compared	to	2002.	

 The	rate	of	property	crime	was	at	62	per	100,000	inhabitants,	a	3.6	percent	decrease	when	
compared	to	2012.		

 Total	Crime	dropped	30	percent	in	Atlanta	from	2002‐2012	compared	to	only	14	
percent	nationally.	

About	the	Uniform	Crime	Report	
The	Uniform	Crime	Reporting	program	was	established	in	1929	by	the	International	Association	of	
Chiefs	of	Police	to	create	reliable	and	uniform	crime	statistics	for	the	nation.	The	FBI	is	tasked	with	
collecting,	publishing,	and	archiving	statistics	from	law	enforcement	agencies	across	the	nation.	The	
FBI	warns	against	ranking	and	comparing	cities	using	crime	statistics	given	that	every	city	faces	
unique	factors	and	challenges	that	may	contribute	to	its	crime,	e.g.,	population,	socioeconomic	
makeup,	demographics,	commuter	population,	etc.	Making	quick	comparisons	of	crime	statistics	can	
create	misleading	perceptions	of	crime	and	safety	in	a	given	area. 	
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Part 1 crime fell 30% in Atlanta from 2002‐2012 compared 
to  a 14% drop nationally.
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Violent crimes 
are those 
offenses which 
involve force or 
threat of force.
The FBI’s UCR 
Program tracks 
four violent 
crime offenses:  
murder, rape, 
robbery, and 
aggravated 
assault. 
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Property crime  
includes the 
offenses of 
burglary, 
larceny‐theft, 
motor vehicle 
theft, and 
arson. 
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The Atlanta Police Foundation is a non‐profit public/private partnership 
focused on advancing public safety in Atlanta. In partnership with the 
City of Atlanta, the Atlanta Police Department and the business 
community, the APF provides research on policing best practices, 
strategic direction and resources to help the APD incubate innovation, 
keep pace with technology, and meet strategic time‐sensitive needs that 
help drive down crime and make Atlanta a safer city. 

Our Vision 
The City of Atlanta – the Capital of the southeast – is a world‐class 
destination at the heart of a thriving metropolitan area. This fast‐
growing city is a global transportation hub and has emerged as a vital 
banking center and world headquarters for many Fortune 500 
companies. 

For more than three decades, Atlanta was regarded as one of the 
nation’s most dangerous cities. In the past eleven years – thanks to the 
engagement of business, civic and philanthropic communities— the 
Atlanta Police Foundation and its stakeholders have been dedicated to 
enhancing Atlanta’s public safety agenda and improving the Atlanta 
Police Department to become a world‐class policing agency. Today, 
Atlanta is the safest it has been in more than 40 years. 

ABOUT THE ATLANTA POLICE FOUNDATION 
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Invest in a Safer City

The Atlanta Police Foundation is a 501 c 3 tax exempt non‐

profit foundation. Your donations are tax deductible and 

fund innovative policing initiatives to make Atlanta the safest 

large city in the nation.

To make a donation or become a sponsor, visit our website:

www.AtlantaPoliceFoundation.org

THE ATLANTA POLICE FOUNDATION
191 Peachtree Street NE

Suite 191
Atlanta, GA 30303
404.586.0180


